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_ For Friends’ Review. 


OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS UPON 
THE YEARLY MEETINGS OF 1886. 


Although this may be something of a transition 
period in the Society of Friends, when difference 
of opinion and divers notions prevail, the writer, 
who has been divinely favored the passed year to 
attend eight Yearly Meetings and to labor more or 
less in each, believes there is far more to commend 
than to criticise adversely. 

In general it may be said, that, in all the Yearly 

eetings associated by correspondence, there is a 
marked earnestness and activity in the proclama- 
tion of the Gospel for the conversion and edifica- 
tion of souls. This is by no means as general as it 
should be, either with individuals or in meetings. 
There are yet many members and some meetings 
which manifest very little concern in the evange- 
listic and pastoral work in their Yearly Meetings. 
But while there is yet some indifference, opposition 
to the work seldom appears even on the part of the 
most conservative. ‘This is largely due to the fact, 
that the almost uniformly blessed results of the 
work are everywhere apparent, and to the fact, that 
the more skilled and wiser workers know better 
now than formerly how to work fearlessly without 
exciting needless antipathy and opposition. 
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membership has been observed in the statistical re- 


ports of each Yearly Meeting. Though not so 
fifteen years ago, today the intelligent Friend, 
being asked if the Society is not ‘‘ dying out,” 
readily answers his inquirer, thet we are a growing 
body in every Yearly Meeting except Philadelphia. 
‘¢ What was the increase ?’’ is now a very important 
question in regard to a Yearly Meeting. This 
question is only second to the old and ever im- 
portant one about ‘ love and unity in the bond of 
peace.’’ And while the latter question must ever 
be of first importance, in this critical time when 
some of the larger ones of our household, feigning 
to be ‘‘ gathering ’’ with us, are actually ‘ scatter- 
ing’’ abroad, it is cause for devout thankfulness 
that most Friends, loyal to the truth and the church 
of their choice, maintain some true conception of 
the divine purpose of the outward organization in 
publishing salvation to the glory of the Father. 
Surely the increase is not what a larger faith should 
realize. Yet in proportion to our numbers, the in- 
gathering east, west, north and south is not greatly 
exceeded by that of sister denominations in those 
localities, and in some localities, not at all by the 
most aggressive of them. Within fifteen years, prob- 
ably our membership has increased as many thou- 
sand, the largest increase being at above three thou- 
sand during the year 1885 to 1886, as modestly 


For the passed few years a certain increase in | estimated from the reports of the Yearly Meetings, 
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until orthodox Friends in America number nearly 
eighty thousand. 

And doubtless there is as much personal piety, 
vital religion and power of the Holy Spirit amongst 
us as at any time since the days of the Founders of 
our Society. Indeed, it can hardly be doubted, 
that brotherly love and that zeal for the Master 
which is born only of divine love prevail more 
generally in the Society than at any time since the 
beginning of our recent revival. Not unfrequently 
very conservative Friends are as ready as any to 
bring in their free-will offerings for evangelistic 
and mission work. Some of them thus show the 
true progressive spirit by a right appreciation of 
the fact, that true conservatism must conserve by 
steady progress. At the same time, being them- 
selves more quickened, they are learning to appre- 
ciate the good parts of their more enthusiastic 
brethren, while these in turn are better aware than 
formerly of the possibility of life and power in con- 
servative Quakerism. 

It is true there are yet places where conservatism 
is cold and formalism is a famishing frame with no 
fatness to feed upon. But, on the other hand, in 
some quarters, in which it is so little called for that 
the hint is ridiculous, the outcry against an imagi- 
nary cold formalism and “‘ ecclesiasticism ” is un- 
abated. Withalacaretul observation has led the writer 
to believe, that a large number of Friends in every 
Yearly Meeting are as near together as one could 
expect an active conservatism, on the one hand, 
and a very enthusiastic zeal, on the other hand, to 
be. And this seems to be prophetic of yet greater 
prosperity in the near future. That Jehovah's 
covenant may be remembered and His blessing be 
upon us and His power work through us, should be 
the earnest prayer of every true Friend. 

In all the Yearly Meetings there is much interest 
manifested in foreign missions. With one or two 
exceptions every Yearly Meeting has a Foreign 
Mission Board. North Carolina has only the 
Women’s Foreign Board, and the last Yearly Meet- 
ing of Canada turned over their means and work 
to the Women’s Foreign Board. Several of the 
Yearly Meetings have, in addition to the regular 
Board, also a Women’s Foreign Board. Most of 
the Yearly Meetings have undertaken special fields 
of work, but frequently two or three work in the 
same country. Some Yearly Meetings join in the 
work under the Boards of others. Thus, at least, 
six Yearly Meetings, I believe, aid our missions in 
Mexico, four in connection with the Board of In 
diana Yearly Meeting. I think that either the 
Boards of the Yearly Meeting, or of the women, 
in four Yearly Meetings assist English Friends in 
Syria. Two American Yearly Meetings are inter- 
ested in our mission in Japan, and at least two in 
Jamaica. Kansas is about to enter upon a mission 
in Alaska. Here and there Sabbath-schools, or in- 
dividuals, have supported pupils in mission-schools. 

One of the most hopeful signs in our mission 
work, to which we should be far more alive, is the 
desire of many to see the foreign missions of the 
various Yearly Meetings united under a single 
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Board. It would save much labor and some con. 
fusion and bring the Yearly Meetings much nearer 
together. Following the proposal of Iowa Yearly 
Meeting the four most western and four largest 
Yearly Meetings have already appointed committees 
looking to such aunion. More than once the forma. 
tion of an American Friends’ Foreign Mission Board 
by theseveral Yearly Meetings has been proposed and 
met with much favor, but from some cause or causes 
has failed of organization. How much wiser such 
a course would be than the present! For it has 
become a settled principle in all mission and evan. 
gelistic work in this age of successful evangeliza- 
tion, that union in work is a very powerful, per- 
haps the most powerful, influence toward union in 
doctrine, toward uniformity in methods and toward 
consolidation in organization. None can doubt 
our need of concentration as well as consecration 
in all our work, home and foreign. No less do we 
need more concurrence in views. 

There has been an increasing desire for such a 
union in mission work ever since our lamented 
brother Stanley Pumphrey awakened so great in- 
terest on the subject seven yearsago. That Friends 
are seriously considering a similar proposition again 
seems to me one of the most hopeful features in 
the present status of the Society of Friends. If 
four different Presbyterian denominations could 
unite their missions a year or two ago in Japan 
with so much advantage, how much more easily 
should the mission work of a single denomi- 
nation be consolidated with advantage to all, 
and particularly where two or more Yearly 
Meetings are engaged in the same country. Thus 
Yearly Meetings which have not been able to 
establish separate missions could be represented in 
the general Board and by the reflex influence upon 
themselves awaken greater interest at home. The 
encouragement which it would also give the mis- 
sionaries to have the whole Society instead of a 
small portion interested in them would be greatly 
felt. Certainly not a few awkward movements and 
misunderstandings, which waste strength and cause 
confusion at home and abroad, would be avoided. 


Only less important than a Foreign Board would 
be a Friends’ Home Mission Board similar in some 
respects to that of the Presbyterian Church. Of 
course every strong meeting which has grown from 
a mission station to self-support and self-control has 
a mission work at its own door, if it will open its 
eyes to see whither the Lord will direct. But aside 
from both this and the foreign work is the home 
mission work of various kinds in the country. 
There are isolated members or small meetings, who 
have come together from various Yearly Meetings, 
located in towns and cities; they are scattered 
among the hills and on the plains from New England 
to North Carolina and Tennessee, Florida and Ala 
bama; they are here and there throughout the Mis- 
sissippi Valley. They are especially west of the 
Mississippi from Arkansas and Texas to Minnesota 
and in Canada, and more particularly on the fron- 
tier and in the Far West. Wherever these are not 
under the care of strong active meetings, they 
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need the help and oversight of the whole Society 
quite as much as any foreign field does. 

This subject is introduced here because the sad 
lack in this direction in most of the Yearly Meet- 
ings reveals much weakness and waste of power in 
our present methods. These little and often prom- 
ising fields are laid before the Yearly Meetings 
with great pathos, and in some instances the pic- 
ture is rather pitiful. We exhort one another to 
renewed resolutions and more active efforts ; and 
then too often leave the work to Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings. But those most conveniently 
located are themselves frequently somewhat iso- 
lated and too weak to aid stations still more iso- 
lated. They have little means and not much ex- 
perience to offer. Thus many a good field is left 
for years to suffer and if the good seed sown is not 
“choked by the care of the world’’ and is not 
cultivated by sume sister denomination, appeal be- 
gins to be made here and there over the Society 
for help, and perhaps some one must spend weeks 
and much means on a tour to solicit aid. 

(To be continued.) 
For Friends’ Review. 


PRAYER. 


Prayer has been beautifully called the blossom of 
the soul. The best thoughts of the mind, the deepest 
feelings of the heart, reach up to God, and on the 
warmth and the light of Divinity, petal after petal 


unfolds until golden calyxes of pristine beauty are 


revealed. It is manifest to all close observers of 
human nature that the man or the woman who 
habitually or often prays has nobler and better and 
broader ideas in relation to all the affairs of this life 
than the man or woman who never prays. Hence 
we see the gracious wisdom in such commands as 
“pray without ceasing.’? He who created us 
knows our need, and except we reach out toward 
the Infinite as He has invited and commanded, our 
natures grow more and more finite. Rich possi- 
bilitiesare ours in Christ Jesus, of which time affords 
isa restful realization as we grasp them through 
the prayer of faith. And this is only a foretaste. 
We know that He has prepared for us in the future 
that awaits us such things as have not entered into 
the heart of man. The ungodly man is like a bird 
with one broken wing; he can fly, but he turns 
constantly around himself, and seeks to glorify and 
txalt his own powers.. The man of prayer gets away 
from himself and seeks to exalt his God. When 
he looks at himself or others it is to reverently 
study the handiwork: of the Master Builder. In 
seeking Scripture testimony on the subject of prayer 
ve find that it must be with faith, also with rever- 
tnce, These bring us toa sacred lowly depend- 
face upon God. It leads us to magnify God's 
power, There are three fragments of our Lord’s 
ayer that strikingly illustrate these principles: 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name,”’ and « Thy will be done.’’ Then we 
nd Perseverance enjoined by Scripture. This 
Would seem to be inseparable from faith. Once 


faith, led by the Holy Spirit, grasps a point, it must 
persevere to a certain degree, else it is not faith. 
Paul prayed three times for one object, and then 
received the evidence that it could not be granted. 
Our blessed Master during that crucial hour in the 
garden prayed three times for one object. The 
second time He prays thus: ‘‘ O my Father if this 
cup may not pass away from me except / drink it, 
Thy will be done.”? There is a deep spiritual mean- 
ing in the words ‘‘ except I drink it.’’ The bless- 
ing sought will come, but first our Father presses to 
our lips, and they ought not to be unwilling lips, a 
cup that must be drained. He knows best why, 
and the man or the woman of prayer learns to re- 
joice in the answer God gives and not the one he 
would like to have. The Scripture also points to 
the beauty and necessity of private prayer. ‘‘ Enter 
into thy closet.”’ 

It is here the soul learns something of its own 
possibilities, both in humbling itself and also in 
being exalted into heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
Private prayer the Scripture enjoins upon all. 
Public service it does not. We read, ‘‘ Keep thy foot 
when thou goest to the house of God, and be more 
ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools, for 
they consider not that they doevil. Be not rash with 
thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter 
anything before God: for God is in heaven and 
thou upon the earth.” Again, on the other hand, 
we are commanded to neither quench nor grieve 
the Spirit. Prayer is potent in helping us by the 
Holy Spirit to live rightly, and deeper yet, to think 
right thoughts. It helps us to long for ‘‘ whatso- 
ever things are true.” It helps us to live out 
‘* whatsoever things are honest.”’ It helps us to 
deal out ‘‘ whatsoever things are just.’’ It helps us 
to think ‘‘ whatsoever things are pure.”’ It helps 
us to see the Divine in ‘‘ whatsoever things are 
lovely.” It helps us to speak out ‘‘ whatsoever 
things are of good report.” And finally, it helps 
us, if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
to think on these things. 

Lypia H. BowERMAN. 


. 
Brandon, Manitoba, 


—+e- 


I FREELY CONFESS, all my religion stands in wait- 
ing on the Lord, for the riches of His Spirit, and 
returning back to the Lord (by His own Spirit, and 
in the virtue of His own life) that which He 
pleaseth to bestow on me. And I have no faith, 
no love, no hope, no peace, no joy, no ability to 
anything, no refreshment in anything, but as I find 
His living breath beginning, His living breath con- 
tinuing, His living breath answering, and perform- 
ing what it calls for. So that I am become 
exceedingly poor and miserable, save in what the 
Lord pleaseth to be to mz by His own free grace, 
and for His own name’s sake, and in rich mercy. 
And, if I have tasted anything of the Lord’s good- 
ness sweeter than ordinary, my heart is willing, so 
far as the Lord pleaseth, faithfully to point any 
others to the same spring; and not discourage or 
witness against the least simplicity, and true desire 
after God, in them.—J/saac Penington. 
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For Friends’ Review, 


“SPIRITS IN PRISON.” 


It is much to be regretted that any teacher of the 
young, by means of tongue or pen, should have so 
imperfectly canvassed the subject as to ‘‘ incline 
to,”? much less adopt, Restorationism, Future Pro- 
bationism, or any other form of Universalism. It 
is sad that so many “sincere believers ’’ fall into 
the delusion and ‘‘among Friends as well as 
others.” Perhaps the church ought not to draw 
the lines of membership too closely upon this point, 
but if she did her duty in regard to teachers who 
entertain such views, we should find much less of it 
among the general membership. Happily the 
Editor of Friends’ Review was ready to protest 
against it, as a ‘‘ serious and dangerous error.’’* 

In the light of Scripture the Editor’s conclusion 
is undoubtedly correct. Not only to the point 
does he cite the fact that faithful Israelites of the old 
dispensation in their day ‘‘ drank of a spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ ’’ 
(I Cor. x. 4, R. V.); but the text (I Pet. iii. 18 ~20) 
from which the error was forcibly extracted, is, it 
seems to me, c/ear/y against the interpretation. 

The main thought of the passage, salvation 
through the merits of Christ’s suffering, is against 
that view. Peter illustrates it thus: Christ once 
preached in the Spirit to spirits in prison on account 
of disobedience, and a few were saved, while the 
Apostle leaves us to conclude the rest were not 
saved, but continued to suffer the penalty of diso- 
bedience. None doubt the salvation of Noah’s 
family, and none who understand the gospel of re- 
demption should doubt that they also were among 
‘*the spirits in prison” until they were saved by 
God’s pardoning grace. Could they possibly have 
been saved by preaching before the preaching took 
place? What saith the Scriptures? 

In the Greek two perfect tenses are here em- 
ployed. One is the Aorist, or historical Perfect, 
which relates an event or act (as distinguished from 
a work), or single events or acts, which took place 
at a definite time or definite times. The other per- 
fect is the Imperfect Tense, and relates to accom. 
panying circumstances, which were taking place, 
usually by continuous process, at some time men- 
tioned in the past. 

Let us make the application to I Pet. iii. 18—20. 
The tenses in verse 18 are all Aorists, and refer to 
Christ’s death, with its purpose, and to His quick- 
ening by the resurrection at a particular time recog- 
nized by all. Inserting explanatory parentheses 
the Revised Version of verses 18 and 20 reads thus : 
‘‘In which (spirit, the Spirit—‘‘in which” marking 
no point of time) also he went (Aorist) and preached 
(Aorist) unto the spirits in prison, who were diso- 
bedient (Aorist, once, sometime) when the long- 
suffering of God waited (Imperfect, was waiting) 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing 
(Present Participle, the ark being made ready), 
wherein (a) few, that is, eight souls, were (Aorist, 


.*See editorial on this subject in the current volume of Friends’ Re- 
view, No, 27. 


at that time) saved through water.” It is verse 19 
that misleads some. The time of verse 20 is un. 
mistakably Noah’s time. Is the time Of verse 1 
coincident with that of verse 18; that is, after 
Christ’s death, or with that of verse 20,°that is, 
Noah's age? Twothings determine the answer in 
favor of the time of Noah—1z. The Greek con. 
nectives—and likewise the English—‘ aforetime ” 
(once, formerly) and ‘‘ when’? in verse 20 indicate 
that ‘‘ when ’’ exactly accompanies ‘ aforetime,” 
#. é., the time of disobedience in Noah’s day, 
2. The phrase ‘ were disobedient,” according to 
the Greek Aorist, clearly marks the tims, when 
Christ ‘‘ preached to the spirits in prison.” The 
thought of this part is, therefore, literally expressed 
thus : ‘‘ Christ preached unto the disobedient spirits, 
t. é¢., the disobedient, and for disobedience im. 
prisoned spirits formerly (sometime, or from time 
to time) when (while) the long-suffering of God 
was waiting,” etc. ‘This is clearly the meaning of 
the Apostle’s words. 

The only question about this interpretation, one 
which a Bible student ought never to raise, is, Was 
the Gospel preached, did Christ by the Spirit 
preach in the old dispensation? He ‘* did preach 
the Gospel beforehand unto Abraham.” Gal. iii, 
8; so that that Patriarch saw Christ’s day and was 
glad. John viii. 56. The Spirit ‘‘did testify be- 
forehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that should follow them.” I Peter i. 11. The 
prophets did proclaim the good tidings of (not al- 
ways in their minds the personal) Christ ; and John 
in Revelation (xiii. 8) writes of ‘‘ the Lamb that 
hath been slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev. Version). In the full scope of redemption 
there is only one dispensation of which God in 
Christ was the centre from the beginning, however 
small the scope of revelation in earlier times. 


The notion of a second or ‘¢ future probation” 
is not only unwarranted in Scripture, but it pro- 
ceeds upon a misconception of the present state of 
men. Men are ever trying to persuade themselves 
that God in some way is half responsible for their 
sins and that He owes them their salvation. They 
reason, ‘ This is our state of probation. Certainly 
if I do not hear of the historical Christ in this life, 
and perchance if I neglect to accept the Gospel God 
will grant me a future probation.” But according 
to Scripture, and even natural religion, so-called, 
as it manifests itself, this is not astate of probation 
at all, but only a state of sin and rebellion on our 
part, and of mercy on God’s part. Our first parent 
in person and as our federal head was in the only 
state of probation that ever existed for the race. 
He sinned and fell, and we likewise ‘‘all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Rom. 
iii. 23. R. V. If salvation was our desert it could 
be no longer of mercy, and of course we sho 
have at least one probation, and perhaps two oF 
three, or so on until the smokes and fumes of Pur- 
gatory, that other heathen invention, finally drive 
us in. The first and second chapters of Romats 
ought to make the matter clear to those who have 
failed to observe the whole trend of Scripture illu- 
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ninated by God’s appeals to combined justice and 
mercy under the white light of ‘‘ the love of Christ 
that passeth knowledge.’’ May none build on a 


sindy foundation ! P. 


From the (London) Christian, 
ROBERT W. MCALL, F.L.S. 


The evangelization of great cities is a problem 
which to-day challenges the first attention of the 
followers of Christ. ‘The McAll Mission in France 
offers such a happy solution of this problem, realized 
under such difficult circumstances, that our readers 
will certainly welcome a few words regarding its 
founder and its work. 

Robert W. McAll was the only son of Rev. Robt. 
§, McAll, LL.D. He was born at Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, in 1821. Though converted at an early 
age, he shrank from the sacred responsibilities of 
the Gospel ministry—the life ardently desired for 
him by his father—and gave himself to the study of 
architecture. He displayed special aptitude for this 
profession, and gave promise of a brilliant career. 

But suddenly the whole purpose and life of the 
young student were changed. One Sabbath even- 
ing in December, 1842, at Union Chapel, Isling 
ton, he received an unmistakablecall to the ministry. 
It was not the sermon. It was the still small voice 
of God which clearly said to him, ‘‘ Go preach My 
Gospel.’’ At that call the aspirations and hopes 


which a moment before had animated him, faded” 


away. He was consecrated toa new life. After 
due study at the Lancashire Independent College, 
he was ordained at Sonderland in 1848. If nearly 
aquarter of a century of pastorate in England is 
passed over with scarcely a notice, it is not because 
itdid not receive significant blessing, but because 
of our impatience to arrive at his call and mission 
to France. 

Alter the siege of Paris, and the terrible reign of 
the Commune, in August, 1871, Mr. and Mrs. 
McAll found themselves for a few days of vacation 
in Paris. Profoundly moved by the physical, social, 
and moral distress about them, they could not quit 
Paris without leaving with the people some testi. 
mony of the Divine pity and redemption. At that 
lime one of the most desperate quarters of Paris 
was Belleville. Here the smoke of the savage con- 
flict with the Communists had scarcely cleared 
away. There were still heard the mutterings of rage 
and vengeance. Here came these two foreigners 
quietly, but boldly, distributing portions of God’s 
Word and Gospel tracts. To the delighted surprise 
of Mr. and Mrs. McAll these offerings were kindly 
tecelved. One of the ouvriers of Belleville added 
to his expression of thanks for the little book, «If 
You or some one will come here and teach us these 
truths, we shall be glad to welcome you. I speak 
ora large class of this community, who are quite 
done with the Church of Rome, and who yet feel 
the need of the knowledge of the true religion.” 
This was at the corner of the Boulevard de Belle- 
Ville and the Rue de Belleville, a spot now sacred 
ithe history of missions. This was the call which 


has so interested God’s children wherever it has 
been known. To Mr. and Mrs. McAll this work- 
man of Belleville spoke as the messenger of God. 
Confirmed by the conviction of French pastors and 
Christian workers they promptly obeyed this call. 
On the following November we find the two foreign- 
ers once more in the streets of Belleville, not now 
for an evening’s promenade, but to live and labor 
among these people. 

Serious questions were involved in the step—the 
leaving of home and fatherland, the living among 
the Socialists of Belleville, the renouncing of all 
salary and the living upon their limited income, 
and the necessary expenses of the proposed work. 
More staggering still were the problematical fea- 
tures of the work itself. Called by one workman 
whom they were never to see again ; foreigners so 
habitually disliked by the French ; imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the language; surrounded by a vast 
multitude of scoffers whose hatred of God and man 
found utterance in the impious cry, ‘‘ Ni Dieu ni 
Maitre’’—what could Mr. and Mrs. McAll do? 
This was a question they never stopped to ask. The 
difficulties were the part of their Lord who had 
called them. Their part was to be ‘‘ not disobe- 
dient unto the heavenly vision ;” so they went for- 
ward in faith. 

Special reference is here due to Mrs. McAll. She 
is the daughter of Rev. D. B. Hayward, of Man- 
chester. France had suffered from the influence of 
an unmarried priesthood. The consequent evils 
had corrupted society and the family. What an 
unspeakable blessing that Mr. McAll brought with 
him to Paris his accomplished Christian wife! Her 
part in the Mission has been incalculable. Her 
remarkable physical endurance has enabled her to 
accompany Mr. McAll in fatiguing journeys, and 
to innumerable services. Her musical talent has 
provided for the reunions a service of delightful 
song, and has given to all French-speaking people 
one of the best collections extant of hymns and 
tunes for social meetings. Her social qualities have 
made welcome crowds of strangers from many 
lands, and attracted many souls to her Saviour. 
Above all, her consecration has attained a self-ab- 
negation which finds fitting companionship in that 
of her husband, and which is of inestimable con- 
sequence to the success of the Mission. 


After long and prayerful deliberation with pas- 
tors and Christian workers of Paris, Mr. and Mrs. 
McAll matured their plan of action. On January 
17, 1872, the little shop, 108 Rue Julien Lacroix, 
near the Rue de Belleville, was opened, and the 
passers by invited to enter. Forty-five accepted 
this invitation. They found inscriptions upon the 
walls, many of the people being ignorant that these 
were from the Bible. They were offered a little 
book of French hymns, and politely invited to a 
seat. They were asked to sing together one or two 
of the hymns, led by the little harmonium played 
by Mrs. McAll. A few verses were read from the 
Word of God. It was the first time that many of 
them had seen a Bible. They sang again. Then 
followed two short Gospel talks. ‘They were told 
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just what they knew themselves to be, and they 
were Offered just what they most needed. All was 
so simple that a child could understand, all so free 
that a beggar might receive. Once more they sang 
together. They were cordially invited to the next 
réunion, and after a short prayer were bid au revoir. 
Not least of all, Mr. McAll hastened to the door to 
take each one by the hand, and to speak to each a 
kindly salutation. 

To these people this service wasa new revelation 
of Divine love and of human sympathy. Two won- 
derments arose in their minds—(1) Why had such 
things been so long hid from them? (2) Why had 
these foreigners now come to tell them? They 
would know more of this matter, and gladly came 
to the next réunion. Ovhers passing accepted the 
invitation to enter. The little room was full. 
Better yet, souls promptly responded to the loving 
message of the Gospel. 

What a joy to Mr. and Mrs. McAll! They had 
said to themselves, ‘‘It is worth while to fail in 
such a cause.” But they were not to fail. How 
little did they then dream of the great things to 
which the Lord had called them! One mistake 
they had made—the little room was all too small for 
them. A large ball room, 112 Rue de Belleville, 
was leased. More chairs were bought, and the 
people were invited toenter. This large room was 
at once crowded. The work broadened and deep- 
ened. Schools for children were held on Sundays 
and Thursdays. The children were delighted with 
the new sweet stories of the Bible, and with the 
bright songs. Mothers’ meetings followed, Bible- 
classes for young people, visitation from house to 
house, distribution of tracts, Gospels, &c. 

Then came the call to open a second station ; 
then a third and a fourth. These calls were obeyed 
in the same trusting spirit as was the first, and with 
the same Divine blessing. Once more the Lord 
bids his servants ‘‘ Go forward ;”’ this time, not to 
another quarter of Paris, but to the other cities of 
France. Accordingly they listened to learn if this 
were indeed the voice of God. This moment there 
was no mistaking, they gladly obeyed. To Lyons, 
to Marseilles, Bordeaux, Nantes, and to many an- 
other city of France, the McAll Mission went, even 
to Corsica, Algeria, and Tunis. And to day the 
little room at Belleville has become a hundred sta- 
tions, in which last year were held over sixteen 
thousand services, attended by nearly one million 
of souls. We might rest here, to consider what 
God hath wrought, were the call not urgent to still 
more extended endeavor. It really seems as though 
the purpose oft God, voiced to Mr. McAll by that 
ouvrier of Paris nearly fifteen years ago, meant in 
its fullness, ‘* Thou shalt call a nation.’’ 

No one can follow the history of the Mission with- 
out being impressed that from first to last it has been 
ordained of God. No man ever devised it. Evey 


step has been taken only in obedience to the sugges- | 


tion and direction of God. Another inviting feature 
of the McAIlI Mission is its simplicity. There are 
few paraphernalia. The shops or stores are often 


of the plainest. But they are wisely chosen on the '! 
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busy thoroughfares, where the people are. And 
the service has no other aim than the immediate 
salvation of souls. All controversy is forbidden, 
No labored attacks upon the Church of Rome are 
allowed—nothing but the direct, simple preaching 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

What emotions of wonder, of gratitude, of re. 
sponsibility, must such a sketch as this provoke! 
France, the land of the Huguenots, for the first 
time enjoys religious liberty. An Englishman is 
called of God to lead the van of those-who are to 
preach Christ to multitudes tainted with immorality 
and infidelity. And whether in the cities of the 
interior of France or on the Missionary Boat in her 
harbors, whether among the desperate classes of 
the Faubourgs or the fashionable crowds of the 
Boulevards ; wherever the Gospel is preached it is 
welcomed and blessed. And how unspeakable is 
this blessing! What saving of souls! What cheer- 
ing of hearts! What changing of men and of 
homes! A woman was taunted with the fact that 
her husband had changed his religion. ‘* But you 
do not understand it,” replied the woman. ‘ My 
husband has not changed his religion: religion has 
changed my husband.” And what is true of the 
man may be true of the nation. What blessing to 
the world were France thus changed! What an 
inestimable privilege to-day that we may all co- 
operate with such a man as Mr. McAIl, in the 


fuller advance of such a Mission ! 


W. W. NEWELL, Jun. 


—_—-.- ewe —_—— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.—The stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers was held at the Bible 
House, New York, 3d instant, Enoch L. Fancher, 
LL.D., President, in the chair. 

Communications and reports were received from 
various parts of the foreign field, and among others 
from the Austrian Mission of the American Board, 
with a report for 1886 anda request for a new ap- 
propriation of funds, which was cheerfully granted; 
from the Ningpo Presbyterian Mission, conveying 
a vote of thanks and expressing high appreciatiou 
of Dr. Gulick’s efficiency and courtesy; from Dr. 
Bliss with estimates of $60,000 needed for work in 
the Levant the coming year, and from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, calling attention to a 
large Missionary Conference which it is proposed 
to hold in London in 1888. iz 

Two Bible Societies were recognized as auxili- 
aries in Kansas, one in Michigan, and one in Mas- 
sachusetts. i 

Issues from the Bible House during the previous 
month, 64,395 volumes. 

‘¢ THE BEST WORKERs in Japan are those who 
live as missionaries, while engaged at the same time 
in secular work.”—Circular of W. F. M. of 
Friends of Philadelphia. 

Hawau.—Zhe London Times \ately contained 
an article of three columns concerning the Sand- 
wich Islands, now called the Hawaiian Kingdom. 
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The monarchy is constitutional, after the model of 
England. The Judicature approaches perfection, 
with an excellent civil code. The system of free 
ublic schools is of the same admirable nature. 
The Sabbath is strictly observed. ‘The commerce, 
in proportion to the population, is without an equal 
in the world, and renders the kingdom, in resources 
and stability, the most important in the Pacific 
Ocean. All this is traced to the missionary enter- 
prise of about seventy years. The missionaries,”’ 
says the writer, ‘‘have bequeathed to posterity a 
noble monument of self-sacrifice and labor.”’ 

MapaGascaR —I wish some of your readers 
could have been present at a meeting of the Antan- 
anarivo Sunday school Teachers’ Association, heid 
in this city, on the afternoon of Monday last. 
During the three years of the war, these schools in- 
creased very much in Antananarivo, and, rather 
more than a year ago, this association was formed. 
It was one of its quarterly meetings that was held 
the other day, and of which I should like to give 
your readers a short account. 

There would be between two and three hundred 
teachers present, of both sexes, and as you looked 
down the forms on which they sat, you recognized 
many of the best and most promising of the young 
men and young women of this city, and you felt 
how much cause for thankfulness there was in the 
fact that these were dedicating their energies to 
this good cause. ‘ d ; ‘ ‘ . 

The chairman, Rev. W. E. Cousins, called upon 
a representative from each town church, to report 
upon the Sunday school connected with it, and 
also as to what progress had been made in the 
country churches connected with them. Reports 
were thus received from some fifteen schools, repre- 
senting, I should think, at least, 3,000 scholars. I 
have seldom been more interested by anything in 
this country, than I was during the three-quarters of 
an hour or so, when these young men were giving 
these details. I think what would have surprised 
a stranger to the country, if he had been present 
and had understood the language, would have been 
the readiness with which they all spoke; without 
any hesitation they said what they had to say, 
simply, clearly, unaffectedly, then sat down. We, 
the missionaries present, were one and all struck 
with the earnestness they showed; they all spoke 
as though they felt the importance of the work they 
had taken up, which they would on no account let 
slip from their hands. The largest school was that 
of Anilokély, where they had had, the previous 
Sunday, 332 scholars present. No, I forgot, the 
largest one was that held in the Friends’ Ambohi- 
jatovo school room, where about 400 were present ; 
this is a general one for all the town; that at 
Andlokély, is a congregational one. 

We were also informed that the day previous to 
the meeting, Sunday, roth September, a Sunday- 
school had been commenced in the Chapel Royal, 
for the children of the officers and others attending 
there. Many of the royal guards, who were not on 
direct duty, were also there, as scholars. We were 
told that both the Queen and Prime Minister took 
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great interest in it, the latter personally doing all 
he could to make it successful.—Adridged from 
Letter in the Monthly Record. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


History of the Government of Philadelphia. By 
Epwarp P. ALLinson, A.M., and BolEs PENROsE, 
A.B., of the Philadelphia Bar. Studies in Historical 
and Political Science, published by Johns Hopkins 
University. 

We take the following general account of the 
scope and intention of this work from the an- 
nouncement issued by the Publication Agency of 
the University : 

‘* While several general histories of Philadelphia 
have been written, there is no history of that city 
as a municipal corporation. Such a work is now 
offered, based upon the Acts of Assembly, the City 
Ordinances, the State Reports, and many other 
authorities. Numerous manuscripts in the Penn- 
sylvania Historical Society, in Public Libraries, and 
in the Departments at Philadelphia-and Harrisburg 
have also been consulted, and important facts found 
therein are now for the first time published. 

‘¢ The development of the government of Phila- 
delphia affords a peculiarly interesting study, and 
is full of instruction to the student of municipal 
questions. The first charter granted by the origi- 
nal proprietor, William Penn, created a close, self- 
elected corporation, consisting of the ‘ Mayor, Re- 
corder and Common Council,’ holding office for 
life. Such corporations survived in England from 
medieval times to the passage of the Reform Act 
of 1835. The corporation of Philadelphia pos- 
sessed practically no power of taxation, and few and 
extremely limited powers of any kind. As the 
rapidly growing city required greater municipal 
powers, the Legislature, instead of increasing the 
powers of the corporation, which, being self-elected, 
was held in distrust by the citizens, established 
from time to time various independent boards, 
commissions, and trusts for the control of taxation, 
streets, poor, etc. These boards were subsequently 
transformed into the city departments as they exist 
to-day. The State and municipal legislation, ex- 
tending over two centuries, is extremely varied and 
frequently experimental. It affords instruction il- 
lustrative of almost every form of municipal expe- 
dient and constitution.” 

Minutes and Exercises of the First Re-union of 
Westtown Graduates, held at Westtown, Eighth 
mo. 28, 1886. Also, a Complete List of Gradu- 
ates to Date. To which are added Some Recol- 
lections of Life at the School. 

Of the 168 graduates at Westtown (whose first 
Commencement took place in 1862), g2 were 
present on this occasion. Addresses were delivered, 
one by Prof. Isaac Sharpless, of Haverford Col- 
lege, on ‘* Westtown of the Past;’’ arother by 

Henry Bartlett, ‘‘The Future Westtown.” 
‘¢ Grandmother Smith’s Account”? was read, she 
being a former student at Westtown, now over 
ninety years of age. The oddest thing in her recol- 
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lections was the frequent infliction of the penalty of 
writing poetry for offences against morals or dis- 
cipline. If, as some critics think, a great deal too 
much is now written by grown-up people under the 
name of poetry, perhaps a good way to check it 
would be the general use of this method of mak- 
ing verse-composition odious to youthful minds. 
‘* Westtown Revisited ’’ is the title of an essay read 
by Walter Brinton. 

After the List of Graduates, there are added two 
Poems, and three papers, all retrospective, and so 
well written that it seems rather an excess of 
modesty in their authors to have concealed or with- 
held their names. The* first Poem, ‘‘ Reminis- 
cence,” concludes thus: 


So to us the air is laden with the odors of decay, 

They have gone, and soon the dwelling where they 
lived shall pass away. 

Soon alone in scene and story will this hallowed pre- 
cinct rise, 

Like an aged pilgrim, bowing with the weight of years, 
it dies, 

And the tales that shall be spoken in remembrance of 
its prime, 

Will be to our listening children legends of the olden 
time. 


Thus sai is ever pressing in the footsteps of the 
old,— 

Gracefully the sapling rises from the gnarled oak’s 

fallen mold. 

But though parlor, hall and chamber never welcome 
us again, 

Still the walk, the grove and forest their long cherished 
haunts retain, 

Many an evening when the sparrow sought his thick 
and sheltering vines, 

Did we listen to the rhythm of the wind among the 
pines; 

Till we felt our natures thrilling asthe Master touched 
the keys, 

Sending through the mind’s vibrations all its inner 
harmonies. 

O, the budding dreams and visions Hope has nurtured 
without tears,— 

Have they blossomed, have they fruited, through the 
passage of the years? 

Life is — restless ocean where the billows foam and 
curl, 


Closing after every vessel with a fierce and angry 
whirl, 


But a highway, worn and trodden, where our foot- 
prints can be seen, 


Leaving firm and lasting impress, long to tell where 
they have been. 


If we ever feel we're making straight the steps unto 
our feet, . 


Trace we not a holy influence backward to this calm 
retreat ? 


Owning that the dew of Heaven rests upon the favored 
spot, 

Grateful that with its Alumni Providence has cast our 
lot? 


A Memorial of James M. Haworth, Superintendent 
of Indian Schools. Prepared for his Family by 
Rev. A. L. Vai. H. N. Farey & Co., Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

One of the most interesting of recent biogra- 
phies is here presented. Its historical value will 
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become greater as time goes on, especially when 
‘‘Indian troubles” will cease to be other than 
things of the past. 
of remarkable energy of character, and he was 
called upon to assume and perform duties which 
called out, and under Divine grace, developed and 
matured, superior qualifications. 


us is very handsomely printed, and will well repay 
perusal. 


James M. Haworth was a man 


The book before 


Within a few months, mention has been made 


upon our pages of three typical men, who have illus. 
trated in different continents and varied services, 
the possibility of eminent, shall we not say heroic, 
characters being fashioned and utilized under the 
influences and’principles belonging to the Society of 
Friends. Such have been Richard Allen, in Europe, 
Theophilus Waldmeier in Abyssinia and Syria, and 
James M. Haworth in America. 
fruits like theirs appear in the world, we need not 
despair of the future of our church. 


Surely, while 
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PHILADELPHIA, SECOND MO. 24, 1887, 





EXCEPTION has been taken, by two correspon- 


dents, to some of the statements contained in a 


letter in our No. 24 of this volume, on ‘‘ Employ- 
ment of Pastors.” While some of the objections 
made are upon unimportant points, not altering 
the main position taken in that letter, it seems right 
tocite here an expression of Lawrie Tatum, as fol- 
lows: ‘*I believe that ‘every Meeting belonging to 
Iowa Yearly Meeting has grown up and been estab- 
lished without a pastor being employed.’’ This 
refers, we presume, to Meetings in existence before 
the present movement towards the settled pastorate 
system took place. Pasadena Meeting, California, 
of which mention is made in L, Tatum’s letter, we 
are informed by another correspondent, is now 
‘“‘in charge” of Jeremiah Grinnell as supported 
pastor. We cannot but feel regret, also, whether 
this may seem ‘traditional ’’ or not, at learning 
from the same source of information, that the meet- 
ing-house at Pasadena is provided with a steeple, 
and proposes to have an organ as soon as fundsare 
ready for that purpose. Are we over anxious in 
conceiving (to apply one of the expressions of 
George Fox’s Journal) that some, at least, of the 
changes now under trial ‘strike at the life’ of 
the Society of Friends? 





—- 


On Propation.—Accepting, with satisfaction, 
the confirmation of the views expressed in this 
paper which we find in the article in the present 
number on ‘Spirits In Prison,””—we have to de- 
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murto the exclusion, which its author appears to 
suggest, of Probation from our present state of ex- 
stence. While the ground of our probation is not 
that of Adam and Eve, who were made perfect and 
ell, we understand the whole Bible to be full of 
evidence that man is accountable ; having the op- 
portunity of either good or evil, his choice between 
which determines his condition: and this is pro- 
bation. Under the old Covenant, it cannot be 
thought that the Divine words, spoken through 
Moses (Deuteronomy vi., vii., viii, &c.) meant 
other than the promises and warnings clearly con- 
tained in them. For example: (Deut. viii. 1 and 
19) “All the commandments which I command 
thee this day shall ye observe and do, that ye may 
live and multiply and go in and possess the land 
which the Lord sware unto your fathers.” ‘* And 
itshall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy 
God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, 
and worship them, I testify against you this day 
that ye shall surely perish.” We feel bound to re- 
pudiate the necessitarian idea, whether it be Cal- 
vinistic or otherwise, that it was not Jossid/e for 
the Israelites to keep those commandments. God 
does not punish any for unavoidable trespasses. 


Under the new Covenant, we have only to turn 
to the rst and 3d chapters of the Gospel of John, 
to see the full ground of our present probation 
“He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them 


that believe on his name.’’ ‘* He that believeth 
on him is not condemned. . And this is, the 
condemnation, that light iscome into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.’ How positively this ‘ re- 
ceiving’? of Jesus Christ involves moral choice, of 
good rather than of evil, is shown many times in 
the New Testament; for example, in the para- 
bles of the talents and of the sheep and goats, 
Matthew xxii. Even in the midst of Paul’s 
siting forth of the righteousness of faith, as 
other than that of works, we find probation ; as 
in Romans xi. 22, 23: ‘* Behold therefore the 
goodness and severity of God : on them which fell, 
severity, but toward thee goodness, if thou con- 
tinue in his goodness ; otherwise thou also shalt be 
cut off. And they also, if they abide not still in 
unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to 
gral them in again.’? To like effect are many ex- 
hortations;—to «* make our calling and election 
sure,” to «lay aside every weight,” ‘‘ working out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling,’’ &c. 


‘* How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation ?”’? While the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, we must never forget that the offer of 
this life is made for our acceplance. ‘* Whosoever 
will, \et him take the water of life freely.’’ 


THEINTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 

Lesson x Third month 3, 1887, 

ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC. Gen xxii. x—14. 
Gotpen Text.—God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offer- 

ing. Gen, xxii. 8, 

1. And it came to pass after these things. Soon 
after the destruction of Sodom Abraham moved his 
encampment further south and settled at Beershe- 
ba, ‘* the well of the oath,’ so-called, because of 
the covenant there made between Abimelech, king 
of the Philistines, and Abraham. Isaac, the child 
of promise, was born about a year after the destruc- 
tion of Sodom, when Abraham was one hundred 
and Sarah was ninety years old. He was named 
Isaac—laughter—on account of the joy of his pa- 
rents at his birth. He is supposed to have been 
about twenty-five years old at the time of the pres- 
ent lesson. Zhat God did tempt Abraham. R. V. 
‘¢God did prove Abraham.”’ This is undoubtedly 
the meaning of the passage, for we know that God 
never tempts men in the sense of suggesting evil 
actionsto them. See James i. 13. We know also 
that God does try the faith of His children in 
order to find out whether they will really. trust and 
obey Him or not. See Heb. xi. 17; I Cor. x. 13; 
I Peter i. 7. Times of trial are not only to prove 
us, but to give us an opportunity of proving God. 
We cannot fully know His power and goodness till 
we have tested them in a time of trial. In divine 
things, as in human, the test is not applied to 
bring about failure, but to show strength, or in 
order that the defect if it exists may be remedied. 
‘¢ The object of trial is not only to test worthiness, 
but to increase it, as the oak tree is not only tested 
by storms, but toughened by them.”—/Peloudbet. 
‘¢The fire doth not only discover which is true 
gold, but makes the true gold more pure.’’— Gur- 
nall. 

2. Take now thy son, thine only son. Isaac was 
the only son of promise, the only son of Abraham 
and Sarah, and now by the expulsion of Ishmael he 
was the only son left in his father’s house. Whom 
thou lovest. t seems that by this little touch God 
would show His sympathy with Abraham, that He 
fully realized how great was the sacrifice He was 
calling upon him to make. Get thee into the land 
of Moriah. This is a general name for the moun- 
tainous district of Jerusalem. Solomon's temple is 
said to have been built on Mount Moriah. II Chron. 
iii. 1. ‘* Yet a further and higher reference was to the 
event of our Lord’s sacrifice in that immediate 
vicinity ; for Calvary was not a distinct mountain 
by itself, but only a rocky knoll near by.’’—/aco- 
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dus. The name Moriah means ‘ Jehovah will pro- 


vide.”” It is derived from the same root as ‘‘ Je- 
hovah Jireh’’ in verse 14. And offer him there for 
a burnt offering. ‘It must be borne in mind that 
the practice of offering human sacrifices prevailed 
among the Chaldeans and Canaanites, and that as 
yet no formal prohibition, like that of the Mosaic 
code, had been issued against them.’’— Whitelaw. 
The command would give noshock to Abraham’s 
moral sense, but the severity of the trial lay in 
giving up the son of his love and in himself per- 
forming the act which seemed to make the fulfill- 
ment of all God’s promises to him impossible. 
From Heb. xi. 17, 18 we see that this was the prin. 
cipal point that tried his faith, F. W. Robertson 
well says, ‘‘ God seems to have required of Abra- 
ham what was wrong. He seems to have sanc- 
tioned human sacrifice. God did mo? require it. 
You must take the history as a whole, the conclu- 
sion as well as the commencement. The sacrifice 
of Isaac was commanded at first, and forbidden at 
the end. My reply to God’s seeming to require 
human sacrifice is the conclusion of the chapter. 
God says, ‘Lay not thine hand upon the lad.’ 
This is the final decree. Thus human sacrifices 
were distinctly torbidden.”. The whole transaction 
would impress this upon Abraham ; it was, in fact, 
the first recorded revelation of God’s disapproval 
of them. The Apostle James in referring to Gen. 
xv. 6 instances this occasion in Abraham’s life to 
prove his point that by worksa man is justified and 
not by faith only. He is right. When God 
promised Isaac and descendants like the stars in 
heaven for multitude, Abraham could, in the nature of 
the case, do nothing but believe. Now the time for 
action had come ; he was called upon with his own 
hand to slay the son, through whom alone the 
promises could fulfilled, but he still believed they 
would be fulfilled; by a miracle, it necessary, and 
his obedience proved his faith. 

3. And Abraham rose up early in the morning. 
The early rising is mentioned both to show the 
promptness of Abraham’s obedience and because 
early rising on a journey to avoid the heat of the 
day was the usual custom in the East. And went 
unto the place of which God had told him. The 
distance was about 45 miles in a direct line. 

4. And saw the place afar off. God had 
promised (verse 2) to show him the exact mountain, 
and now he received the indication. 

5. Abide ye here with the ass. He would be 
alone in his hour of agony. And / and the lad 
witl go yonder and worship and come again. Abra- 
ham knew that God would find some way of ful- 
filling His promises, even if to do so it became neces- 
sary to raise Isaac again from the dead. (Heb. xi. 
19-) 
6. And laid it upon Isaac his son. (John 
xix. 17.) 

7. But where is the lamb for a burnt offering ? 
‘* Only the scenes of Gethsemane and Calvary sur- 
pass this, and the antitype is more than the type.” 
—Jacobus. 


8. God will provide himself a lamb. In these 
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words we see the father’s love yearning over the son, 
and not trusting himself to put into words the 
awful truth, which Isaac had already no doubt sys. 
pected. We see also the utterness of Abraham's 
love of God, which could trust enough to obey 
lovingly and without rep‘ning at such a time as this, 

9. And bound Isaac his son, and laid him onth 
altar. Isaac seems to have submitted without re. 
sistance, for he loved and trusted his father, even 
as his father loved and trusted God. In this he 
was a true type of Christ. Cf. Is. liii. 7; I Pet, 
ii, 23, &c. 

10. And took the knife to slay his son. The test 
was complete, so far as Abraham’s part went. He 
had shown that his will to obey God was perfect, 
That God so regarded it is seen from Heb. xi. 19, 
‘* By faith Abraham when he was tried offered up 
Isaac.” 

12. Lay not thine hand upon the lad. 1Sam. 
xv. 22; Mic. vi. 7, 8. This, as before said, was 
the final decree: by it human sacrifices were con- 
demned, and God showed that what He desired 
was the sacrifice of the heart and of the will. Mow 
I know that thou fearest God. The idea is not 
that of craven fear, but of reverential obedience. 
Abraham had proved beyond a doubt that he 
thoroughly trusted God and would obey Him at 
any cost. He was now to prove how worthy his 
God was of all the obedience and trust that he 
could give. Note the / and me of this verse, 
showing that the ‘* Angel of the Lord’’ was no 
other than Christ Himself, ‘‘the Angel of the 
Covenant.’’ (Mal. iii. 1.) 

13. Behold, behind him a ram caught in a thicke 
by his horns. Here we see the substitution after. 
wards developed in the Mosaic dispensation of 
animal offerings for the sins of men, ‘‘ the blood of 
bulls and goats, instead of human blood, pointing 
forward to the only acceptable substitute whom 
they foreshadowed, who is God’s Lamb and not 
man’s.”’—Jacodus. 

16. Jehovah-sireh—‘* the Lord will provide ”—the 
same words he had used in verse 8, only with a change 
in the sacred name. As if ts said to this day: In 
the mount of the Lord it shall be seen. R. V., “it 
shall be provided.’’ This means that the expression 
had become proverbial—it was used by the Jews 
when any one was in trouble; the idea conveyed 
being that to those who obeyed deliverance would 
come in time of need. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. Times of trial,are necessary to test our char- 
acters and to give us opportunities of testing God's 
faithfulness. 

2. Frequently we cannot see any reason for the 
trouble, and herein largely lies the trial of it. 
wants us to ¢rus/ Him, and if we understood every- 
thing, there would be but small place left for faith. 

3. Isaac as a type of Christ. ‘ The giving up 
by the father of his only and well-beloved son 
(verse 3 ; John iii. 16), the ready submission of the 
son (verse 9; John x. 15), the bearing of the in- 
strument of death by the victim (verse 6; John 
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rix. 17), the violent death consented to (verse 10 ; 
John xix. 16), the dehverance from death on the 
third day (verses 4, 12; Matt. xx, 19.) The main 
points of difference are, that Christ actually died, 
and died as a substitute for others; and these facts 
were typified in the substitution and actual death of 
the ram, so that Isaac and the ram together made 
a perfect type.” Zod, 
4. V. 14. Perfect submission to God’s will is the 
surest and quickest way to deliverance—it js « the 
Mount of the Lord,” where He will provide. * 


———+2+. 
. From the Star and Crown, 


JOSEPH ARBELA. 






















(Concluded from Page 433.) 
JAPAN, 


Our last year’s report recorded the most important 
work of our Association—the establishing of a Friends’ 

ission in Japan. Joseph Cosand and his wife were 
then waiting in Tokio with prayerful Solicitude to 
know where and how their Divine Master would lead 
them. There seemed a manifest Opening for them in 
that city, and after tarrying there for a time at Dr, 

hitney’s, they hired a house and settled in a home 
of their own, 

Their letters give many interesting accounts of the 
open door before them and their intercourse with the 
Natives. In the Third month Joseph Cosand wrote of 
the need of an industrial home, and of his employment 
as teacher of English in a boys’ school in Tokio, When 
Joseph Cosand asked about the religious feeling in the 
school, the Superintendent replied, “ Most of the 
Japanese middle Classes have no religion; there are 





» the manners and 
customs of the People, including costume, modes 
of salutations, marriage, education, worship, &c., 
&c. He is a native of Damascus, well educated in 
Arabic, formerly a professor in Damascus Univer- 
sity, aided in the translation of the Bible into Ara. 
bic, was compelled to leave his native land because 

was a Christian. His Son assists in his illustra 
tions. He has twelve Oriental costumes, some of 
which are very rich, such as are worn by the higher 
classes. These, with the distinctive national char- 
acteristics and superstitions of the people who wear 
them, render these lectures highly entertaining 
and instructive. 

Our Foreign Mission Committees of Western 
Yearly Meeting would do well to secure the services 
of himself and son for pay lectures, during Earl- 
ham vacations, one-half the net Proceeds to be held 
for foreign missions. They are deeply interested 
IN mission work in all lands, especially in Syria and 

exico. He can be found in Earlham College or 
by letter to B. C. Hops. 


i CS 


at the school, and in addition twenty-five boys and 
girls at their own home. Three times a week Sarah 
A. Cosand has a Class of ladies whom she instructs in 
knitting and Crochet, and reads the Bible to them, 
These are very interesting and Profitable occasions. 


many inquiries about Friends. He writes, “ What is 
before ‘us only God knows, My prayer is daily, «O 
Lord, lead us,’ and if we abide in Him all will be 


Jenu anp SARAH NEWLIN were present at Neath 


eeling (England) on First day morning, First 


He and his wife took a trip into the mountains 
sixty miles south to learn something of the people in 
the interior, They sold Bibles and spoke to the 
people of Christianity, Returning to Tokio, they were 
grieved to find Mr, Konda, proprietor and founder of 
the school, stricken with the plague, Joseph Cosand 
did all in his Power to minister to his wants, but he 
died after a short illness, 

They then left Tokio again, going to the north to 
Yonezawa to see what openings would offer for Mission 
work. At Wakamatsu, a city of thirty thousand in- 
habitants, a school of some importance has been 
Closed, because the Go vernment withdrew the financial 
Support. Joseph Cusand feels that there is a great 


Howarp NICHOLSON, with minutes from his 

onthly and Quarterly Meetings and from Canada 
Yearly Meeting, was also present at the above-men. 
tioned Quarterly Meeting. He arrived in England 
on,?, in the Twelfth month, and has been actively Called to engage in teaching, But his place seems 
plainly to be in Tokio for the Present. They dis. 
tributed seventeen hundred Scripture Union Leaflets, 
Joseph Cosand writes, “One evening, upon stopping 
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for the night, 1 handed out several, and the next 
morning, after travelling about two miles in the 
country, we saw a man reading one as he sat in his 
house,’ With very little exception the natives showed 
them the greatest kindness, 

Returning to Tokio. Joseph Cosand gathered a class 
of young men whom he wishes to teach English from 
the Bible. He requires that half an hour each day shall 
be spent in Bible reading and study, and that each 
pupil shall own a Bible. 

He has resumed his place in the college, by urgent 
request from the officers. The classes at their own 
home are increasing in numbers and interest. Sarah 
A. Cosand has twenty daughters of officers of the 
Government taking lessons in knitting and English. 
They feel that the Lord has blessedthem. In a letter 
of recent date, Joseph Cosand requested us not to send 
him more funds at present, as they are able to earn 
something by teaching. 

Our friends are ever on the alert to improve every 
new avenue of usefulness which presents, yet humbly 
waiting for daily guidance from Above. 

. The following plan for spreading the blessed in- 
fluences of Christianity is on the eve of consummation. 
They hope to issue monthly a small paper containing 
religious instruction and Bible lessons, and essays on 
the care and management of children, The Japanese 
ladies are almost wholly devoted to the care of their 
children, and this little messenger may find its way 
into many homes, and may, we trust, under Divine 
blessing, shape the future life of many of the rising 
generation. 

At the same time that Joseph and Sarah A, Cosand 
had this project on their minds, Dr. and Mary C. Whit- 
ney had been praying for a decided opening for thus 
reaching the people of Japan, and on conferring to- 
gether, they felt their prayers were answered. Mary 
C. Whitney consents to be the editor of the little paper 
and both she and her husband will be of great service 
in carrying it on, An interesting branch of their work 
has been the distribution of two thousand tracts 
monthly. Men, women and children crowded eagerly 
around them, as they made their way through a por- 
tion of the city, and rece.ved the coveted prize. After- 
wards they were seen eagerly reading them, bringing 
to mind the united command and promise, “Cast thy 
bread upon the waters and thou shalt find it after 
many days.” 

The distribution of the Life of Stephen Grellet in 
Japanese appears equally successful with the Arabic 
translation, Fifty copies specially bound in leather 
were presented through Dr. W. N. Whitney to mem- 
bers of the nobility. From many of these gentlemen 
we have received letters of thanks which have been 
kindly translated for us. The following is in much 
the same line of thought as the others, 

To Dr. W. N. Whitney.—Dear Sir :—Allow me to 
return my best thanks for a copy of Haku ai-bi-dan 
which you kindly sent me. I cannot but feel that the 
publication of such a book would do much for the 
benefit of the country in advancing and developing 
Christian thoughts and principles. 

Praying that the book will find an abundant grace 
in the sight of God, 

Yours truly, T. MiuRA. 

The translator adds, The name adapted to the trans- 
lated book consists of four Chinese characters Haku- 
wide, ai-love, bi beautiful, dan-story ; so that the name 
implies— Beautiful Story of Great Love 

A Temperance Literature Committee has been 
doing a good work during the past year; through it 
our Missionaries are supplied with the Union Signal, 
The Youth’s Temperance Banner and Dumb Animals, 


and also with the Friends’ Review, Missionary Adyo. 
cate and Friend of Missions, and from them we re. 
ceive expressions of appreciation, 

Our leaflets have been issued at intervals, and we 
believe they have been a means of keeping alive and 
increasing the interest amongst Friends, 

Boxes containing a variety of useful materials for 
work, some ready made garments, valuable hospital 
supplies and a number of dolls, toys, &c., for distribu. 
tion by our Missionaries have been sent this year to 
Japan, Syria and Mexico. The joy these tokens of 
love give to those whom we are endeaving to gather 
in as lambs of the flock, amply repays us for the labor 
and perplexity necessarily imposed upom the Com. 
mittee having it in charge. We wish to encourage our 
friends to continue their liberal gifts for this purpose, 
and at the same time impress upon all, the necessity 
of marking each bundle plainly with the name of the 
donor, its contents and desired destination. Money 
may be sent to our Treasurer or to the chairman of the 
Committee, and articles may be left at 1308 Filbert 
Street. 

We would also call the attention of Friends to the 
proposed publication of the little Japanese paper before 
alluded to, and solicit contributions for this special 
object as well as for the general uses of the Transla- 
tion Committee. 

From the foregoing summary it will be seen, that in 
comparison with the great work to be done our por- 
tion is small and imperfect. ‘ The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein.” God does not need man’s imperfect 
service, and yet in great love and wisdom He is 
pleased to call for it and bless it, Let us therefore 
“as good stewards of the manifold grace of God,” 
draw near to Him, and through Him to each other, 
asking Him to take from us, all that would hinder His 
work, and to give us wisdom and strength and meek- 
ness to do His bidding and follow only where He 
leads the way. 


—--- -. oo 


RURAL. 


RuLEs FOR HicHways.—1. Make the public 
roads neat and smooth, and pleasant and profitable 
to travellers and in driving to market. 

2. Never throw rubbish of any kind into high- 
ways in order to get rid of it, nor deposit cord 
wood, logs, or timber, at roadsides, to frighten 
passing horses. 

3. All owners who build their houses facing 
square the public roads, should show at least the 
same respect to these roads that they do to their 
own fields, by excluding all weeds. 

4. Remove all loose stones from the wheel track 
once a month, and all fixed stones, which strike 
and break the wheels, jar the loads, rack the har- 
ness, and tire the horses. 

5. Where fixed stones cannot be removed, cover 
them well with gravel or other road material. 

6. Remember that a fixed stone may strike 
different wheels a thousand times like a sledge 
hammer, and cause a hundred dollars of damage. 
To remove it might cost five cents. 

7. Never make a highway of muck, sods, or soft 
material scraped from the side ditches, which is 
worked into deep mud in wet weather, but draw 
them into the barnyard for the compost heap. 

8. Where the road bed has not a dry bottom, 
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cut a ditch in the middle three feet deep, 
lengthwise with it, with side escape ditches at de- 
pressions, and fill it with gravel or broken stone, 
coarse below and fine near the top. 

. Plant shade trees three or four rods apart 
along the line, to allow air to circulate, sun to 
shine, and mud to dry. 

10. Keep the roadside smooth, mow the grass 
for hay, and thus secure a good track when the 
centre of the road is encumbered with impassable 
snow drifts in winter. 

11. In windy places, make the windward road- 
fences of barb wire, to prevent the accumulation of 
drifts of snow. 

12. Never make the public highway a barnyard, 
nor leave wagons, plows, and machines to en- 
cumber the road. 

13. Never endanger those who travel by driving 
unmanageable or fractious horses to frighten and 
annoy other horses. Sell the unruly animals, or 
put them to steady home labor with other horses. 

14. Never drive horses across a railway without 

first looking both ways, or if in the dark, without 
listening. It is better to take this care one hun- 
dred times than to be crushed by a locomotive once 
by its neglect. 
15. Never keepa noisy barking dog, to bark at 
quiet passengers or passing teams, to terrify horses 
and cause them to run away, upset carriages, and 
break limbs. 

The observance of these Country Gentleman in- 
junctions will give smooth, hard, satisfactory roads 
for farmers and travellers to pass over, bring their 
farms nearer to market, increase the value of their 
farms, make pleasant neighbors, and attach boys 
and young men to the country.—/J. 7. 7, im 
Country Gentleman. 


ONE OF THE BEST winter-blooming plants is the 


Chinese Primrose. It blooms constantly through 
the winter season, if properly cared for, and the 
care required is not great. It likes a rather light 
and sandy soil, enough water to keep it moist at 
the roots all the time, but not enough to make the 
earth they grow in wef, and not too much strong 
sunshine. In too strong a light the flowers do not 
last very long. Care must be taken to keep the 
crown of the plant above the soil enough to allow 
all water to run from it towards the edge of the 
pot. If planted low, the water settles about the 
crown and induces rot, and when this sets in, a 
plant might as well be thrown away as to bother 
with it, thinking to restore it to health. The Prim- 
tose is one of those plants which must not be 
sprinkled much if you want it to stay healthy. It 
seems to like a moist atmosphere to grow in,—like 
the Rex Begonias,—but, like those plants, it wants 
the moisture diffused through the air rather than 
applied directly to itself.— Orchard and Garden. 


ASPARAGUS roots are generally planted too thick- 


ly to produce fine shoots,—they starve one another. 
A bed five feet wide should have three rows, and 
the plants set about eighteen inches apart. A deep 
sol is very important, as the succulent stems re- 
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quire every chance they can get for obtaining mois- 
ture. About four inches beneath the soil is suffi- 
cient to plant them.— Gardener's Monthly. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


Maramoras, Mexico, Second mo. sd, 1887. 

Editor of Friends’ Review :—At times there may 
be a tendency among Friends who have not been in- 
timately associated with the Mission work in Mexico 
to look upon the threats of the fanatical portion of the 
community in our villages as idle menace. The 
blackened walls of the residence of our missionary 
at Santa Barbara present a clear demonstration of the 
justice of our own estimate of the true character and 
intentions of our antagonists. Here at Matamoras 
both missions have to encounter just now the disturb- 
ance of youths devoid of all religion, drawn to our 
meetings from unworthy motives, and only last night 
the attack by brickbats on the Presbyterian place of 
worship was the most long-continued one ever known, 
The interference of the authorities has no doubt pre- 
vented bloodshed, yet we doubt whether any of these 
youths are inclined toward Romanism, and we have 
no thought of their being set on or encouraged by the 
city priests, 

At Mendez, Santa Barbara, Quintero and Antiguo 
Morelos, whilst many gladly listen, those who disturb 
our meetings are fanatical Romanists, and at Santa 
Barbara the vigilance of the authorities prevented our 
mission being attacked by a mob nearly a year ago, 
and the reason the plan was discovered was the circu- 
lation of a petition for the banishment of Luciano 
Mascarro as a pestilential foreigner, with the menace 
that if not done by the authorities, it would be done by 
the petitioners. That petition was headed, framed and 
circulated by the village priest. 

The following is from a letter written by L. Mas- 
corro, bearing date First mo. 27th, 1887: 

“The insolent mob does much to retard our work, 
and has finally committed one of those crimes which 
it has so longspremeditated. It has burned my house, 
and that of Cipriano Aguirre, in which we lived when 
you were here. We had held our meetings in our 
house ever since New Year's. 

“ During my absence they burned all but twosmall 
shanties in the back end of the yard. Don Cipriano’s 
house was totally destroyed by the flames, so that our 
houses now have the aspect of ruins. As my house had 
a ceiling [probably plastered above and below with 
adobe mortar] this saved in part what we had in- 
side. No one was injured, though part of our furni- 
ture was lost. This was the work consummated by a 
band of fanatics at midnight on the 18th instant [First 
month]. I hope to begin roofing and have the doors 
replaced ere you arrive. Meetings are kept up inside 
the blackened walls.” 

No more eloquent appeal need be made, If any 
Friends are ready in this emergency to help to pur- 
chase the lot of our friend and rebuild his residence as 
a meeting-house, now is the time. I presume Marga- 
ret W. Haines will gladly receive funds for this pur- 
pose from Friends in and near Philadelphia. 

SAMUEL A. PURDIE, 





Extract from a Private Letter. 
SprincpA.z, Iowa, Second mo. roth, 1887, 
Since the separation in lowa, we have established a 
meeting in the city of Muscatine, composed mot of 
emigrants, but of new converts, not converted to a base- 
less “ theory ;” but wicked people, some of them pro- 
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fane $wearers, after hearing the gospel preached, have 
come to God in repentance, in prayer, and in faith in 
the Lord Jesus and His promises, and experienced the 
new birth, the pardon of their past sins. A minister 
and his wife, John and Abby Fry, went there under an 
apprehension of duty, and the Lord has blessed their 
labors ; to whom be all the praise. 

The members of the Preparative Meeting, that thy 
correspondent A. E. speaks of, as being laid down, 
nearly all went off with the separatists. They have 
attached themselves to the Separatist Yearly Meeting 
that went off from Iowa Yearly Meeting some years 
ago. It is no marvel that they don’t feel at home with 
us. No meeting in Springdale Quarter has ever had 
a pastor employed. 

May the Lord keep us sweetly in His love, is the 
sincere desire of thy friend, LAWRIE TATUM, 


SuGar Creek, Powssuiek Co., Iowa, Second mo. 8th, 1887. 
John Y. Hoover and wite have just concluded a 
series of very interesting meetings at this place. A 
number were converted; others were brought into a 
better experience; the church was instructed, com- 
forted, and stimulated to move forward in the work 

and service of the Lord. BARCLAY HINCHMAN, 





TEMPERANCE NOTES. 


A RESOLUTION for submission to the people of a 
prohibition amendment to the Constitution has 
passed both Houses of the Legislature of Pennsy]- 
vania. It must now be approved by the Legisla- 


ture which meets at the beginning of 1889, before 
it can be actually voted upon by the people at the 


general election in Eleventh mo., 1889. If a ma- 
jority of the votes then cast shall be in favor of it, 
it will become a part of the Constitution of the 
State. 

THERE is a story of a sensible, matter of-fact 
woman, who, after suffering untold anxieties on 
account of her husband’s intemperate habits, one 
day called in a photographer to take a likeness of 
him as he was sitting drunken and imbecile in his 
chair. In due time the finished likeness was laid 
beside his plate on the breakfast table. ‘* What is 
this?” was his startled inquiry. ‘‘ Yourself, sir,” 
was the reply that told the anguish of a loving 
heart, and the decision of a soul that was willing 
to risk something to save a husband from intem- 
perance and perdition. The curtain drops here. 
The man for the first time saw himself as he ap- 
peared to others. It was a bitter lesson, but it was 
effectual. 

SCHUMACHER, the Ohio oatmeal king, who suf- 
fered greatly by a fire—to the extent of the entire 
loss of his immense flour mills at Akron—is a man 
of power, pluck and principle; and hence is a 
very hard man to kill by reverses of any sort. A 
few days after the fire two men from Cincinnati 
appeared in Akron, and called on Mr. Schumacher 
for the purpose of buying a vast quantity of grain 
which had been more or less damaged by the great 
conflagration. The matter was at once talked over, 
a price for the entire lot was agreed upon, and a 
check was being drawn for the purchase amounting 
to thousands of dollars, when one of the buyers, as 


the check was about to be handed to Mr. Schu. 
macher, carelessly remarked that the damaged 
grain ‘‘ would make a very large amount of whisky,” 

‘* What! Do you want this grain to make whisky 
of?’? inquired Schumacher, stepping back a few 
feet. 

‘¢ Yes; we are distillers in Cincinnati.” 

‘Then, gentlemen, you cannot buy any grain 
of me. I have no grain to sell to be made into 
whisky. Good-day.”’ 

We have no personal or business relations past 
or prospective with him, and do not know him at 
all, except from this incident ; but we predict that 
the mills of Mr. Schumacher will be rebuilt, and 
that his oatmeal will, with a better and purer flavor 
than ever before, be in very great demand ; for all 
buyers and consumers of this healthful and popular 
food will be sure that Schumacher’s principles are 
not mixed up and sold with his oatmeal. Readers 
of Zhe /ndependent hereafter should not, and we 
know will not, fail, in making their purchases in 
this line, to call for the ‘* Schumacher brand.” 
Three cheers for Schumacher and _ his oatmeal !— 
Independent. 

THE TELESCOPE FOR THE LICK OBSERVATORY, 
CALIFORNIA.—The crown and flint glasses of the 
great objective of the Lick Observatory have ar- 
rived safely at the summit of Mount Hamilton, 
The boxes containing the glasses were taken to the 
south room of the observatory, where a fire had 
been started hours before to produce the proper 
temperature. 

When the covers of the boxes were removed, it 
was found that the glasses had not been moved out 
of place in the slightest degree. The wrappings of 
cotton flannel, forty yards to each glass, were then 
carefully cut away, and the glasses brushed and 
wiped with the utmost delicacy by Mr. Frazer, in 
accordance with instructions given him by Alvan 
Clark. This done, the glasses, set on edge 
on steel rollers, were put in a cast-iron cell inlaid 
with silver, with a space of six and a half inches 
between them. This space has eight oval houses 
for cleaning and ventilation. 

The next move was to transport the cell, with 
its valuable attachment, weighing altogether 600 
pounds, to the vault in the north room under the 
pier which supports the twelve inch equatorial. 
Here every precaution had been taken to prevent 
moisture, and here the glasses will remain until the 
time comes for mounting them. Investigation 
shows that neither the flint nor the crown glass had 
been injured at all. Each was in as geod a con 
dition as when it left the hands of the Clarks. 
Captain Floyd thinks that the observatory will be 
ready to be turned over to the trustees of the unl- 
versity by the 1st of September.—San Francisco 
Chronicle. 


Ir we neglect a proper care of our bodies, dis- 
orders will hurt them: if we omit to seek for 
spiritual nourishment, our souls will be in danger 
of perishing. —Richard Shackleton. 
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WASTE OF BRAVE LIVES. 


Archibald Forbes thus depicts Skobeleff’s assault 
onthe defences of Plevna, in 1877: : 

“The assaulting column moved forward, rifles 
on shoulders, with music playing and banners fly- 
ing. But the Turkish redoubt flamed and smoked, 
and poured forth such a torrent of bullets that the 
Russian line was staggered. On the panting soldiers 
poured steadily that deadly shower of Turkish bul- 
iets; men were falling in hundreds, and the issue 
gayed to and fro in thé balance. Skobeleff had 
nowin reserve but two battalions of riflemen ; but 
they were picked men, the best soldiers in his com- 
nand. He reached the wavering, fluctuating mass, 
waying there in the hell-fire, and sent, thrilling 
and tingling through it, the sublime inspiration of 
hisown high courage. The whole redoubt was a 
pandemonium of flame and smoke, from out of 
vhich rose screams, shouts, cries of agony and de- 
fance, along with the deep-mouthed bellowing of 
the cannon, and the steady, awful, ruthless crash 
ofthe deadly rifle fire. Skobeleff'’s sword was cut 
in two in the middle, as he waved it above his 
head. A moment later his horse rolled on the 
ground ; the horse shot and done with, the rider 
aiveand unharmed. Skobeleff sprang nimbly to 
tis feet with ashout. Then, with a sharp savage 
yell, the whole mass of men streamed after the 
vhite-coated leader across the ditch, up the face, 
wer the parapet and swept down into the redoubt 
ikea whirlwind. There ensued a few fierce mo- 
ments of desperate hand to hand fighting; then 
mmbers and the bayonet captured the redoubt. 
But at what a sacrifice! In that short rush of a few 
hundred yards, ¢hree ¢housand men had gone down. 
By the afternoon of the 12th ¢hree thousand more 
ofhismen had gone down. He had lost 50 per 
cent. of his command!” And after all this mas- 
scre, a loss of 6,000 Russians alone, the Turks 
retook that redoubt, so that the awful slaughter had 
been fruitless in its object. What a world of suffer- 
ing and woe was involved in this single episode of 
awar | 

In the Soudan, the English officers and their 
wldiers had to experience other barren horrors— 
por Gordon and many other brave men were the 
wcrifices. Lives and agony utterly wasted, and 
vorse than wasted.— Herald of Peace. 


Ir requires nice stepping for those who walk close 
together, to avoid jostling one another.—Di//wyn's 
“Reflections.” 
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For Friends’ Review. 


“CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM.” 


One day in early Autumn, 
When Nature smiled in glee, 

I wandered to the wood-lands 
With longings to be free : 


Free from the petty trials 
That crowd each busy day, 
And choke the flowers of beauty 
That help to cheer the way. 


As thus I idly sauntered, 
Watching the leaflets bright ; 
There suddenly shone around me 
A bright and dazzling Light. 


And a voice so grand, yet tender, 
Fell softly on my ear, 

** My child, canst thou not rest in Me? 
Look up, and do not fear, 


“ For thou art Mine and I am thine, 
In Me is Life alone, 

And all along the pathway here, 
The Light of Love hath shone. 


“ But thou hast opened not thine eyes, 
And dark hath seemed the day ; 

Now look to Me and thou shalt see 
How bright shall be the Way.” 


I looked to Him, and now I live 
The life of Peace and Joy, 
That sin and care and sorrow rife, 
Are powerless to destroy. 
“ Lakeside,” N. H. M. Grace WoopMAN, 


THE BOOK OF THE YEAR. 


Of all the beautiful fancies 
That cluster about the year 
Tiptoeing over the threshold 
When its earliest dawn is here, 


The best is the simple legend 
Of a book for you and me, 
So fair that our guardian angels 

Desire its lines to see. 


It is full of the brightest pictures, 
Of dream, and story, and rhyme, 

And the whole wide world together 
Turns only a page at a time. 


Some of the leaves are dazzling 

With the feather-flakes of the snow ; 
Some of them thrill to the music 

Of the merriest winds that blow. 


Some of them keep the secrets 
That make the roses sweet ; 

Some of them: sway and rustle 
With the golden heads of wheat, 


I cannot begin to tell you 
Of the lovely things to be, 

In the wonderful year-book waiting, 
A gift for you and me. 


And a thought most strange and solemn 
Is borne upon my mind— 

On every page a column 
For ourselves we'll surely find. 


Write what we may upon it, 
The record there will stay, 

Till the books of time are opened 
In the court of the Judgment Day. 


And should we not be careful 
Lest the words our fingers write 
Shall rise to shame our faces 
When we stand in the dear Lord’s sight ? 


And should we not remember 
To dread no thought of blame, 
If we sign each page that we finish 
With faith in the dear Lord’s name? 
— Selected. MARGARET E, SANGSTER.. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE._—GREAT BRITAIN.—In 
the House of Commons, the 17th inst., Parnell asked 
the Government to concede time to discuss his pro- 
posal for admitting Irish lease-holders to the benefits 
of the Land act of 1881. He therefore moved “ that 
the rules of procedure be not considered before the 
Government discloses the nature of its proposed legis- 
lation for Ireland.” A division was taken on Parnell’s 
motion, and it was rejected by a vote of 242 against 
107. The announcement of the result was received 
with cheers by the Conservatives. 

W. E. Gladstone has written a letter, in which he 
says he believes that many members of the House of 
Commons are ignorant of the fact, that down to the 
time of the union with England the Irish Protestants 
were the most prominent supporters of Irish nation- 
ality. The letter adds: “ They now have an opportu- 
nity of supporting nationality within safe bounds, 
giving peace to Ireland and comfort to the whole 
kingdom.” 

At Killarney, the 17th inst., one hundred starving 
laborers, headed by a parish priest, appeared before 
the Board of Guardians and prayed for work or relief. 
The Board resolved to apply to the Government for 
assistance, and subscribed for a hearty meal for the 
sufferers. 

In all the chief cities of India, on the 16th inst., im- 
posing fétes were held in commemoration of the 
Queen’s jubilee. A number of prisoners, who were 
held in duress for debt or for offences against the 
civil or military laws, were set free at daylight. The 


release of these prisoners was ordered by the Govern- 

ment in accordance with an Oriental custom. This 

order will not apply to Great Britain, 
GERMANY.—The North German Gazette says that 


the Reichstag will be again dissolved unless the 
Government secures a majority in the coming elections. 

Herr Krupp has issued a stirring appeal to his 20,000 
employés to vote for the Septennate. 

Russ1a.—The conviction is gaining ground that war 
between France and Germany is inevitable. In ad- 
dition to this, itis said that, as a fresh defeat of France 
might involve disastrous results to Russia, the Czar’s 
Government will, in the event of war, preserve entire 
liberty of action. It will not support France as an 
ally, but may, by a firm, reserved attitude, prevent 
Germany from sending the whole of her army west of 
the Rhine; and, even if France should be defeated, 
attenuate as much as possible the effects of the disas- 
ter. For these reasons, it is declared, Russia will 
await the outcome of the different phases of the Bul. 
garian crisis with the greatest calmness, and act in 
such a way as to avoid being involved with Austria or 
England at the moment when France and Germany 
commence hostilities, 

DomeEsTic.—In the U. S. Senate the Cameron bill 
to increase the naval establishment was passed with 
amendments, It provides for the construction of ten 
steel cruisers at a cost, exclusive of armament, not ex- 
ceeding $15,000,000. For the armament the sum of 
$4,800,000 is appropriated. The Hale bill was also 
passed, It provides for the construction of vessels and 
torpedo boats for coast, harbor and river defence, and 
for their armament $15,400,000, The act appropriating 
$400,000 a year for the equipment of the militia has 
become a law, without the President's signature, by 
the expiration of the Constitutional limit of ten days, 

The sub-committee of the House Committee on For- 
eign Affairs has reported a substitute for the Fishery 
Retaliation bills. The substitute provides that when 
the President is satisfied that American vessels are de- 
nied treaty rights, or reasonable privileges, he may, 


by proclamation, prohibit the entry into American 
ports of vessels owned wholly or in part by British 
subjects, or arriving from Canada or Newfoundland 
(except when in distress), and may forbid the importa. 
tion of any goods, wares or merchandise from Canada 
or Newfoundland, or any locomotive, car or other 
vehicle. Violation of this provision is made punish. 
able by fine and imprisonment. 

On the 17th instant the President vetoed the bill ap- 
priating $10,000 for a special distribution of seed in 
the drought-stricken counties of Texas. In the House 
the President's veto was presented, and the question 
being taken on the passage of the bill, it failed to pass 
over the veto. 

A Municipal Woman Suffrage bill, passed by the 
Legislature of Kansas, was signed by the Governor on 
the 16th inst. The same day a bill allowing women 
to vote at municipal elections was passed in the Senate 
of New York. 

In the House, of Missouri, a resolution submitting a 
prohibition amendment to the popular vote was passed, 

Another ineffectual ballot for U. S. Senator was 
taken on the 18th inst. in the New Jersey Legislature, 

The total number of immigrants who arrived in the 
United States last year was 386,755, against 326,151 
in 1885. 

According to a telegram from Chicago “a memorial 
from the World's Christian Temperance Union ad- 
dressed to all the Governments concerned in the inde. 
pendent State of Congo, has been started by the 
American Secretary, Hannah W. Smith, on its way 
around the world to receive the signatures of the 
officers of the World's Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Unions,” It will be presented to the different 
Governments in succession, and will entreat them to 
investigate ‘‘ the enormous and iniquitous trade in al- 
cohol, which is producing such appalling results in the 
degradation and ruin of the helpless natives of that 
vast State,” 

In St. Louis it was reported on the 19th instant fifty 
arrests had been made of persons indicted by the 
Grand Jury for election frauds, Two of those indicted 
were election clerks, 

Professor E. E, Barnard, of Vanderbilt University 
at Nashville, discovered another comet on the even- 
ing of the 16th, It was reported as very faint, and was 
moving rapidly in a northwesterly direction. Its po- 
sition wasin right ascension, 8 hours, 4 minutes, 10 
seconds; declination south, 16, 10. This discovery 
entitles Prof. Barnard to another Warner prize of $100, 
making $1300 in all taken by him. 

Two of the men engaged in blowing up railroad 
cars in San Francisco with dynamite cartridges, have 
been arrested, one of them while on his way to put 
another cartridge on the track. This arrest explains 
one mystery of the explosions. No trace was ever left 
of the cartridges, and they were run into by cars, in 
spite of a careful look-out for danger. It is now 
shown that the cartridges were sewed up in a bag of 
soft stuff as near the color of the track as possible, 
that they could not easily be seen. 

It is estimated that First month rst, there wert 
about 200,000 cattle and 25,000 sheep on the ranges 
north and south of the Yellowstone river, within 4 
radius of one hundred miles from Fort Keogh, Mon 
tana, Since that date, it is believed, thousands of the 
animals have perished for want of food and shelter, 
and thousands of them are still dying. Reports from 
all parts of the Indian Territory show that the stock 
have wintered well and are in fair condition. 
winter has been mild, and it is estimated that the 
losses of cattle this season will not exceed from two to 
four per cent., against ten to twenty in 1885. 
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